CITIZEN CANE —
Clarence Berger (right)
learned how to cane fur-
niture mare than 25
years ago. Below:

Golf tees help hold the
caning in place,

The furniture/caners
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Atthe Famll‘y Cane Shup in Beauerlun
Clarence and Verna Berger rely on

a rare art to restore antique furniture

By JEANNE LEESON

For tha Times

EAVERTOM — A modest sign
r{'adiﬂg "'|".dr|:|i.|}' Cane .':LI'mp"

i for 25 vears has stood on
Scholls Ferry Road just a few
blocks north of Hall
Boulevard. Inside one finds
antique furniture beautifully
restorcd with ahat ARy <on-

sidder a lost art: caning .

The story of the shop's beginnang s
horar somie thimgs were dore “in the obd
dirys.” Clarence Berger, with a full-time
jab @it Parr Lumber Co., repained andigue
furnitun: for extra income. Fricnds
broageh ham un antique childs rocker that
necded a canc scat. Berger took the rocker
1o Dan Nauman a 92-year-old craftsman
who did perfect caning, but at a price

I-'!c-rg;:r':«. fhends coald mof afford
Mauman sugpested that for $15 he
woull teach Berger
i . hirar 10 cane the char
I the basic __ pahea il
GI‘.II'IHI'IHH'DI‘I froemds woubd iy fr
is good, the class. They dad
the piece After three lessons,
is worthy Berger was on his own
of repalr." and 50 emhusiastic he
the skill. &
Clarence dioes the stamdard six-
Berger

step caning and such
fancy paticms as the
Star of David, spider web, sunburst and
lace patierns

Al the time, Berger was working at
Parr Lumber, and Verna was busy rearing
their children and grandchildnen and for
bath, repaining and caning were part-tirme
work. Since 1977, Berger has taught a
canimg class ai Portkand Cpmuerynaty
College

Berger’s garage became 3 workshop:;
he bailt a storage buildmg. He converted
three second-hand dentist’s chairs inbo
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work tables that mowe
up and diem with a
touch of the fool
pedal. Caning amd
repair work ane tine-
cornsuming. hard on
the hancs and baclk.

Then camie a timse
wheen Berper's seoomd
Job was so basy, he
retined from Parr
Lumber and worked
fuall-time on repairing
and caning fumiture,
using reed, rush,
rawhide, wicker and
Farkan,

Verna tells of can-
ing two Louis the
X¥1 chairs on which
she caned sround a
mesdallion in the cen-
ter and spaces belbow the
arms. She spent six
mianths on that assignment.

A woman in the Sylvan area brought
her a commode, a fascinating antigue,
With the cancd sear down, it was a
delightful chair; with the caned scat lified
up, it became a commode, wed in many
homes befiore maodern plumbing was in
place,

With both the furniare repair and the
caning, the Bergers are thoughtful about
.3I.1'||I"\|IIIH LRSTICTTS

“If the bagic constrsction is good, the
piece 15 worthy of repair. 17 is not, iy
1o bet o customer know]” said Berzer,

Professional caners, and there are very

fi, l:1'|;l.|"_|.';|!' L1400 a hole for the standard
six-hole pattern. That's why, when leach-
ing a class, Berger suggests students do
ome chair in class and go home and do
another one

"|’|.'-::l]'-||.' want b pass on thiir heir-
looms 5o they are sturdy and wsefil. |
delight in making this possible,” Berger
sad

Thats what the Berger: did in “thg old
davs.” Today they spend § e to six hdurs
doing yust what they alwa g have do
repairing and caning anticges, bt uh
chibdren and :.,,I‘.L'IdL"-I"I_!I'Iﬂ e abvay,
they hane tine for new B grests

A fwchsdn ¢l bhas m for many years

in east Portband, and as mambers of the
Oregon Fuchaia Club the rpers htterd-
ed, bt thery behicved mary daslikod travel-
ing there ot might. So i@ ebroary) 2001 the
Bergers imvited four pens b 1o mibet in
their home to start o wesside futhsia club
Today 35 members mreet mt the
Edgewoiod Lowns Retirment fnn. They
bring n speakers, maintun a hioth at the
Home and Carden Show ai thi Expo
Center and cach Seplenber hyve a display
at the Oregon Gardens near Sulem. Berger
is president; Vierna is seeretagy. Each
minth the fuchsia club members il a
o basket for the Oregon Food Rank
“Fuchsias are casy & grow, beautiful o
bapve anoamnl and o ¢ b helps to regain
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RESTORATION — Verna Berger
{left] learned the art of caning
from her husband. Abowe: A chair
in need of repair will receive the
Bergers’ special touch when it
gets repaired,

Photos by Jaime Valdez of the Times

an appreciation of one of God's creations™
said Vierna.

Clarence swims an hour every mom-
ing. For 15 vears he has given 2 demon-
strution in caning for vousgsters it the
Ukregeon Episcopal School, He also works
am s collection of 3,000 Hapywy Meal
icnfs From MeDonald's.

“Unm ny compuier | know where and
when | Ih"-llg_h[ cach one and how much i
cost” he sad

Verna is busily collecting information
about her grandfather, who immigrated o
vmicrica, established a travel agency in
Vancouver, B.C.,, and helped immigrants
solve travel problems

They also get to visit their son Steven,
who i director of community Sormections
fior Klamath and Lake counties, and their
daughter, who Ives in San Antonio, where
her bushand has a fellowship in cardiolo-
gy, When he completes his studics and
their three children are older, she plans to
attend law sehiool



